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PREFACE 13

subordination of religion to political philosophy in particular and to
philosophy in general (11).

The Siydsa more than any other work reveals Farabi’s intention
and his true teaching. It has to be studied in conjunction with his other
writings. What he does not say is just as important as what he says or
how he says it. In no place in the Siydsa, which is essentially a study of
political regimes, does Farabi, for example, say or imply that the Shari‘a
is necessary for, or identical with, the perfect regime. In discussing the
best political regime, he tells us about man’s natural end, his highest
excellence and the conditions for its realization. Man’s perfection is the
perfection of the best that is in him, his intellect. Only philosophers
can achieve this kind of perfection and therefore attain true happiness.
They transcend political life and in so doing become *‘strangers”. Howe-
ver, political life remains essential because man’s intellectual life at its
best can only be understood in contradistinction to his political life at
its best.

In preparing this edition I have benefited from the experience and
contributions of a number of scholars who have unknowingly contributed
to this work. I owe a special tribute to Professor Leo Strauss who opened
before me new horizons and guided me to a better understanding of
Farabi’s position in Islamic thought. Without his inspiration and encou-
ragement this work would not have been undertaken. In addition, I am
under deep obligation to the Rockefeller Foundation for a fellowship
that enabled me to devote full time to the text in 1960-61. To Dr.Muhsin
Mahdi I owe more than I can express. Without his discovery of the
Feyzulloh manuscript, his constant support and his meticulous scholarship,
this work would have been impossible. The long hours of the night he
spent with me going over the text word by word could have been moti-
vated only by this devotion to learning and his interest in Fababi’s works.
It is a pleasure to dedicate this volume to him in genuine gratitude.

Michigan State University.

(11) In Ipsa® al-*Ulim Farabi deals with the Islamic sciences of figh (Canonical
Jurisprudence) and kaldm (Dialectical Theology) in a chapter devoted to political
science.
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Farabi’s final teaching may not be essentially political in character, a
true understanding of it must start with an analysis of his political philo~
sophy. Political philosophy or political science, according to Abu Nasr,
“investigates the various kinds of voluntary actions and ways of life; the
positive dispositions, morals, inclinations, and states of character that
lead to these actions and ways of life; the ends for the sake of which they
are performed; how they must exist in man...; it distinguishes among
the ends for the sake of which actions are performed and the ways of life
are practiced. It explains that some of these ends are true happiness,
while others are presumed to be happiness although they are not” (9).

Farabi’s political science or political philosophy starts with ends;
it takes its bearings by how mcn ought to live or by what they ought to
be, and not by how they livc or by what they are. If political science
takes its becarings by man’s natural ends, and if happiness is the highest
of human cnds, ‘“‘the good without qualification’, political scicnce must
be the highest ol all sciences. This priority derives from the fact that it
treats of ends, not for individual men, but for political communities.
Politics is concerned with the realization of happiness for man through
the agency of the political association, the city or the state. Since man’s
happiness depends not only on actions but also on opinions or beliefs,
politics or the royal art must exercise supervision and control not only
over the practical sciences and the products of the practical arts but
also over the theoretical sciences, including metaphysics and theology,
as well (10).

The centrality of political science in the philosophic system of Farabi
assumes greater significance once we recognize that he assigns to it the
study of prophecy and the Shari‘a (Muslim Canon Law). This approach
was suggested partly by the conditions of his time and partly by his
understanding of Plato’s political philosophy. Plato’s political philosophy
provided Farabi with the solution to the problem of reconciling philo-
sophy and religion, of introducing philosophy into a society governed
by prophetic laws. It is therefore in his political doctrine that he could
investigate the theoretical validity of the Shari‘a recognizing at the same
time its political or social usefulness. The treatment of divine and theo-
retical sciences within the framework of political books, leads to the

(9) Ipsd® al-'Uliim (The Enumeration of the Sciences), ed. Osman Amine (Cairo,
1948), p. 102.

(10) In view of the basic dictinction between “‘theorctical” and “practical” in
Farab?’s system, one should not confuse the supervision exercised by politics with
the treatment of scientific principles in the theoretical sciences. There is something in
the other sciences which does not fall within the competence of political science.



PREFACE 11

towards an improved text; and the only two other known manuscripts
in the Rampur Library (India) were beyond my reach.

Prompted by the desire to focus the attention of scholars on this
fundamental work, I finally decided, in spite of obvious handicaps, to
prepare a new edition of Farabi’s Siydse Madaniyya. I was also encou-
raged by teachers and friends who admired the “Second Master’ and
valued his philosophic contributions. Dr. Ibrahim Madkour was in
favour of immediate publication suggesting that newly discovered ma-
nuscripts will contribute towards a revised and improved edition. Dr.
Muhsin Mahdi’s interest in the Siydsa prompted him to search further
for unknown manuscripts and we both were thrilled when in the Summer
of 1961 he discovered three manuscripts while investigating philosophic
collections in Istanbul. One of the newly found manuscripts, Feyzullah
No 1279, is more complete and more correct than all the others. It also
contained an additional part which is missing from all the other manu-
scripts and which approximately corresponds to the Hebrew translation.
The present edition is based largely on the Feyzullah manuscript emended
according to my reading of the remaining manuscripts. Important
variants which admit of different readings are included in the footnotes
in the hope that scholars in the field will make their own contributions
to a more perfect understanding of this fundamental treatise.

The Siyase is divided into two parts. The first part deals with the
principles of beings and their respective ranks of order: (1) the First
Cause, (2) the Second Causes, (3) the Active Intellect, (4) the Soul,
(5) form, and (6) matter. It is essentially an account of these six prin-
ciples and of how they constitute the bodies and their accidents. In the
second part Farabi deals with man as a political animal, zoon politikon,
who realizes his perfections only in human associations. He then describes
the various kinds of perfect and imperfect cities, and demonstrates that
happiness, man’s highest perfection, is attainable only in the ‘virtuous
city.” The virtuous regime comes into being when wise men become
rulers of cities or nations and arrange the citizens in their respective
ranks of order in the same manner the First Cause arranges the natural
beings in the universe. All other regimes, including democracy, are the
‘ignorant’ regimes whose citizens can never attain true happiness.

The Political Regime is essentially a political treatise like most of
Farabi’s important works (8). Its double title, Political Regime[Principles
of Beings reveals a fundamental characteristic of Farabi’s approach and
points up the central position of politics in his philosophic system. While

(8) Madina Fadila; Milla Fadila; Fusiil al-Madani; Talkhis Noawdmis Afidtin;
and Sira Fadila.
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was published in Cairoin 1949 (5). Among students of Islamic philosophy
the Madina Fidila has enjoyed a prestige comparable only to that of
Plato’s Republic.

The Siydsa, on the other hand, was destined to remain for a while
in partial obscurity. In 1850, Professor Philoppowski published in London
the Hebrew translation attributed to Moses, son of Samuel ibn Tibbon,
in his Collection entitled Sépher ha-Asiph (6), but only a few scholars
knew about it or even made use of it. Almost half a century later, Professor
F. Dieterici began a German translation of the Siydsa based on the
manuscripts in the British Museum and the University of Leiden.
Cut short by his death, the work was later completed by Paul Bronnle
and published in 1904 (7). Based on two defective manuscripts, too
literal and sometime erroneous, the translation commanded little
attention. The need for an established Arabic text was partially answered
when in 1928, the Osmania Press in Haiderabad, Deccan (India)
printed the first Arabic edition of the Siyasa. Poorly printed, full of
mistakes, and generally slovenly, thc Haiderabad edition has, until
now, becn the only copy available to scholars interested in Islamic
philosophy in general and in Farabi in particular.

The need for a critical edition became more pressing when in 1951-54
I was doing my research on Farabi’s political thought at the University
of Chicago. It was during that time that my adviser, Professor Leo
Strauss, brought to my attention for the first time the wide discrepancy
between the Haiderabad edition and the Hebrew translation of which
he possessed a copy. He stressed the necessity of working with a more
dependable text and encouraged me to prepare a new edition of the
Siydsa. Mindful of Maimonides’ judgment of this important treatise,
Professor Strauss promised to help me secure photostatic copies of the
then known manuscripts. It was not too long before I was in possession
of copies of the manuscripts held at Aya Sofya, British Museum, Haide-
rabad and Leiden.

All of these manuscripts proved to be a recent origin and equally
defective. Nevertheless, they enabled me to emend the Haiderabad
edition in numerous places and were of great benefit in my study. But
the idea of preparing a new edition for publication seemed premature
because of serious gaps remaining in the text. Another manuscript in
the Yehuda Collection at Princeton University added little or nothing

(5) Al-Farabi: Les idées des habitants de la cité vertususe, trans. M. Karam et al
(Cairo, 1949).

(6) Munk, 0p. sit., pp. 344-45.

(7) Die Staatsleitung Von al-Fardbi (Leiden, 1904),
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Maimonides wrote his translator, Ibn Tibbon, in a now famous
letter, “Do not busy yourself with books on the art of logic except for
what was composed by the wise man Abu Nasr al-Farabi. For, in general,
everything that he composed — and particularly his book on the Principles
of Beings — 1is all finer than fine flour. His arguments enable one to
understand and comprehend, for he was very great in wisdom™ (1).
The work to which Maimonides (1135-1204) referred is known under
the two titles: the Principles of Beings and the Political Regime (al-Siyasa
al-Madaniyya), as we have established in the Arabic Introduction to
this edition. The Siydsa has often been cited by eminent Muslim authors
as one of Farabi’s most fundamental works. OFf Farabi’s original works
52‘id al-Andalusi (d. 426 A.H./1070 A.D.) cites the Siyasa Madaniyya
and the Sira Fadila as two books which “have no equal’’, and in which
Farabi ““has made known the general and most important ideas of
metaphysics according to Aristotle. He also makes known the different
elements of human nature and the faculties of the soul. In them, he
distinguishes between revelation and philosophy, and describes the
various kinds of virtuous and non-virtuous cities, and demonstrates
the need of the cities for royal ways of life and divinely revealed laws’’ (2).
The Siyasa has survived in a number of Arabic manuscripts and in
Hebrew translations, but no copy of the Sire Fadila has so far been located.

In spite of its importance the Siydsa remained neglected and un-
known. For a long time students of Islamic thought depended largely
on Madina Fidila (3) and regarded it as Fariabi’s most authentic and
final political work. Professor Freidrich Dieterici published the Arabic
text with a German translation as early as 1895 (4). Arabic editions
appeared in Cairo in 1906 and subsequently, and a French translation

(1) Quoted by Leo Strauss, “Quelques remarques sur la science politique de
Maimonide et de Farabi,” Resvue des Eludes Juives, G (1936), 5. Cf. 8. Munk, Mélanges
ds Philosophic Fuive et Arabe (Paris, 1859), p. 344.

(2) 8&id ibn Ahmad al-Qurtubi al-Andalusi, K. Tabagat al-'Umam, éd. Father
Louis Cheikho (Beirut, 1912), p. 54. Cf. Ibn Abi *Usaibi‘a, ‘Uyin al-Anbd’, ¢d. Muller
(Konigsburg and Cairo, 1882-1884), I1, 136 and al-Qifti, K. *Akhbdr al-*Ulamd® (Cairo,
1908), p. 183.

(3) K. Ara® Ahl al-Madina al-Fidila (The Opinions of the Inhabitants of the
Virtuous City).

(4) Al-Farabis Abhandlung der Musterstaat (Leiden, 1895).
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